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his  patrons.  It was on the gifts of these and such as these
that Zati lived, a precarious means of subsistence in a country
like medieval Turkey, where a great man's position was even
less secure than was his head. Recognising the very unstable
nature   of  this   support,   Zati  had  resolved  to   learn  some
profession  by  means   of which   he   would  be  able to keep
body and soul together if left entirely to his own resources.
His choice had fallen on the old-world science of geomancy,
that   species   of divination  which  is   effected  by  means   of
figures   formed   of points  traced  on  sand.  And  so  in  the
troublous times that preceded Bayezid's deposition and ushered
in   the  reign   of Selim,   when  CAH   Pasha  was   dead,   Jacfer
beheaded, and Mu'eyyed-zada deposed, Zati, finding himself
without a patron, opened a booth or little shop in the court
of the mosque of Sultan Bayezid, where he sat telling fortunes
and writing out charms. l But Zatf s shop was not frequented
by  those   alone  who   sought  for a glimpse into the future,
the seer's name as a poet caused his little establishment to
become the rendezvous of those literary amateurs and aspirants
after  poetic  fame  who  abounded   in Constantinople. These
submitted  their  productions to the master, who gave them
the benefit of his advice, and who, it is said, did not scruple
to appropriate such of their verses as met with his approval,
introducing  them   into   his  Diwan either quite unaltered or .
very slightly modified. If any ventured to remonstrate with
him as to this procedure, he used to meet their objections,
so  the  story  runs, by saying, 'You are not really poets as
you  have produced no diwans, but I have written a diwan
that shall  never  be  forgotten  till the end of time, and by
intfoducing  your verses thereinto I am bestowing on them
abiding immortality.' Although so ready to make use of the

1 The  vicinity  of the  mosque  of Sultan  Bdyezid is to this day the chief
resort of those fdljis or diviners who are still to be found in the Ottoman capital.